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It's a long way from Camps Bay to Soweto, but across
South Africa there is a push to remap the old geographies
and build new communities, creative and otherwise
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Soccer centre

A future-focused football
academy in Soweto
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The Nike Football Training Centre in Soweto,
designed by Canadian firm RUF Project, is a
study in contrasts. The impressive 1,300 sq m
facility, recently shortlisted for a World
Architecture Festival award, is the first of its kind
in Africa. Intended as a community resource that
would have a life beyond last year's World Cup,
the centre sports two full-sized artificial pitches
and a clubhouse, yet its location meant that the
safety of the young players it hosts was a primary
design consideration. Working to a tight FIFA
deadline, RUF directors Alyssa Schwann and
Sean Pearson pushed the project from design to
construction in eight months and, using a palette
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of local materials that included sandstone and
Saligna (the Soweto version of Douglas fir), they
hoped the building would become part of a new
architectural language, as well as a symbol of a
new, unified South Africa. And their design has
largely succeeded in evoking this sense of unity.
There is an absence of any dark, hidden spaces,
and sight lines are everywhere. ‘In Jo’burg, it's
all about fences and gates,” says Pearson. ‘But
we wanted the centre to be about the kids that
were using it. We wanted to create a senseof

fluidity, but we had to respond to security issues.

The challenge was to make it secure, yet open.’
www.rufproject.com

N

+

11
1138 33T e NITRARAS NS ll!-:. ::az:u::u:l!uuI.ls-:nnnsut.:l"llﬂ—l—-




QN

& /... v

3

RSP TR VO T LT TR T ETTE

N
0 &

™

)




